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Marshal Davout said with noble pride, "We were
conquered by the winter, not by the Russians." The
stoical endurance of the Grand Army has wrung
admiration even from foreigners. What is more
epical, more impressive than General de S^gur's
description, which is almost a poem? Heinrich Heine,
the author of the Eeisebilder, said: "The heroes
whom we admired in the Iliad, we find again in
S^gur's poem. We see them deliberating, quarrel-
ling, fighting as in old times before the Scsean gate.
Although the helmet of the King of Naples was
somewhat motley, his courage in action and his fear-
lessness are as great as in the son of Peleus; Prince
Eugene appears before us like a gentle and brave
Hector; Ney, like Ajax; Berthier is a Nestor; Davout,
Daru, Caulaincourt, recall Menelaus, Ulysses, and
Diomed."

Everything in Napoleon was colossal; his adver-
sity as well as his prosperity. In his darkest days,
shortly before the passage of the Beresina, he said
to General Jomini, " When one has never known re-
verses, they will be as great as his good fortunes."
The Emperor of legend, in good or evil fortune,
ever impresses posterity as a gigantic sphinx. In
this figure, which is rather a product of fable than a
historic fact, there is an attraction which fascinates
even his enemies. The fierce patriotism of Count
Leo Tolstoi is pained by this. " Strangely and ter-
ribly enough," he says, " Napoleon is for the Russians
themselves an object of admiration and enthusiasm;